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O U R  C O O K I E S  P O L I C Y  

The information generated by the cookies about your use of this website - standard internet 
log information (including your IP address) and visitor behaviour information in an 
anonymous form - will be transmitted to and stored by Google including on servers in the 
United States. Google will anonymize the information sent by removing the last octet of your 
IP address prior to its storage. According to Google Analytics terms of service, Google will 
use this information for the purpose of evaluating your use of the website and compiling 
reports on website activity for the European Council. 

The European Council will not use and will not allow any third party to use the statistical 
analytics tool to track or to collect any personally identifiable information of visitors to this 
site. Google may transfer the information collected by Google Analytics to third parties 
where required to do so by law, or where such third parties process the information on 
Google's behalf. According to Google Analytics terms of service, Google will not associate 
your IP address with any other data held by Google. 

By using this website, you consent to the processing of data about you in the manner and for 
the purposes set out above. You may refuse the use of cookies by downloading and installing 
Google Analytics Opt-out Browser Add-on. The add-on communicates with the Google 
Analytics JavaScript (ga.js) to indicate that information about the website visit should not be 
sent to Google Analytics. 

W H A T  I S  A  C O O K I E ?  

Cookies are text files containing small amounts of information which are downloaded to 
your device when you visit a website. Cookies are then sent back to the originating website 
on each subsequent visit, or to another website that recognises that cookie. 

Cookies do lots of different jobs, like letting you navigate between pages efficiently 
remembering your preferences, and generally improve your web site experience. They can 
also help to ensure that adverts you see online are more relevant to you and your interests. 

We can split cookies into 4 main categories: 

• Category 1: strictly necessary cookies 
• Category 2: performance cookies 
• Category 3: functionality cookies 
• Category 4: targeting cookies or advertising cookies 



 

2 | P a g e  
 

C A T E G O R Y  1  -  S T R I C T L Y  N E C E S S A R Y  C O O K I E S  

These cookies are essential in order to enable you to move around the website and use its 
features, such as accessing secure areas of the website. Without these cookies services you 
have asked for, like register for job alerts, cannot be provided. 

• Please be aware our site uses this type of cookie 

C A T E G O R Y  2  -  P E R F O R M A N C E  C O O K I E S  

These cookies collect information about how visitors use a website, for instance which pages 
visitors go to most often, and if they get error messages from web pages. These cookies 
don’t collect information that identifies a visitor. All information these cookies collect is 
aggregated and therefore anonymous. It is only used to improve how a website works. 

• By using our website and online services, you agree that we can place these types of 
cookies on your device. 

C A T E G O R Y  3  -  F U N C T I O N A L I T Y  C O O K I E S  

These cookies allow the website to remember choices you make (such as your user name 
and password) and provide enhanced, more personal features. These cookies can also be 
used to remember changes you have made to text size, fonts and other parts of web pages 
that you can customise. They may also be used to provide services you have asked for such 
as watching a video or commenting on a blog. The information these cookies collect may be 
anonymous and they cannot track your browsing activity on other websites. 

• By using our website and online services, you agree that we can place these types of 
cookies on your device. 

C A T E G O R Y  4  -  T A R G E T I N G  C O O K I E S  O R  A D V E R T I S I N G  C O O K I E S  

These cookies are used to deliver adverts more relevant to you and your interests. They are 
also used to limit the number of times you see an advertisement as well as help measure the 
effectiveness of the advertising campaign. They remember that you have visited a website 
and this information is shared with other organisations such as advertisers. Quite often 
targeting or advertising cookies will be linked to site functionality provided by the other 
organisations. 

• We do have links to other web sites and once you access another site through a link 
that we have provided it is the responsibility of that site to provide information as to 
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how they use cookies on the respective site. We use the following social media 
channels that may put category 4 cookies on your device: 

• Facebook 
• Twitter 
• YouTube 
• LinkedIn 

W E  U S E  C O O K I E S  T O  E N A B L E  T H E  F O L L O W I N G ;  

U S I N G  F E A T U R E S  O N  O U R  W E B S I T E S  

We use a session cookie called SESSION_COOKIE. We do not store private data in it and the 
cookie is automatically removed when the users session ends. 

Cookie name: SESSION_COOKIE 
Category: 1 – Strictly necessary cookie 
Purpose: To retain settings about the current visit to one of websites. 

 
F O R  M E A S U R I N G  W E B  T R A F F I C  

We use a program called Google Analytics, which in turn uses cookies to help us find out 
how many people visit our website, which pages and parts are most popular, how long 
people spend in each area and what information people are searching for. All this insight 
helps us to understand how we can improve our websites. 

Cookie name: _utma 

Category: 2 – Performance cookie 

Purpose: Saves information about total number of visits to the site, the time of the first visit, 
previous visit and current visit. This is a persistent cookie with a lifespan of 2 years. 

Cookie name: _utmb 

Category: 2 – Performance cookie 

Purpose: Used to record information about what happened during the current visit or 
session, including the ability to tell when a session ends. 
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Cookie name: _utmc 

Category: 1 – Strictly necessary cookie, 2 – Performance cookie 

Purpose: Session cookie that expires at the end of the current session/visit. 

Cookie name: _utmz 

Category: 2 – Performance cookie 

Purpose: Saves info relating to how a user arrived at a site, the channel though which they 
came, date/time info and what keywords they used if they arrived via a search engine. 

ou can find out more about Google cookies here http://www.google.co.uk/policies/privacy/ 

Y O U  C A N  F I N D  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N  A B O U T  C O O K I E S  B Y :  

visiting www.allaboutcookies.org or www.youronlinechoices.eu. Google also have a brief 
video which explains the use of cookies. 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/policies/privacy/
http://www.allaboutcookies.org/
http://www.youronlinechoices.eu/

	Our COOKIES POLICY
	WHAT IS A COOKIE?
	CATEGORY 1 - STRICTLY NECESSARY COOKIES
	CATEGORY 2 - PERFORMANCE COOKIES
	CATEGORY 3 - FUNCTIONALITY COOKIES
	CATEGORY 4 - TARGETING COOKIES OR ADVERTISING COOKIES

	WE USE COOKIES TO ENABLE THE FOLLOWING;
	USING FEATURES ON OUR WEBSITES
	FOR MEASURING WEB TRAFFIC
	YOU CAN FIND MORE INFORMATION ABOUT COOKIES BY:



